208.   LETTER TO G. JS. CHATFIELD

ASHRAM,

SABARMATI,

April 14 [1919]

DEAR MR.  CHATFIELD1,

I heard from many lips yesterday that one or two women were
killed in the course of the day by the military and some men also
were killed, all without just cause. Will you please give me the true
facts? I am most anxious, and I know you share the anxiety,
that there should be no untoward incidents today.

Tours sincerely,

From a photostat: S.N. 6531

209.   LETTER TO J. L  MAFFEY
THE ASHRAM,
SABARMATI,
April 14, 1919
DEAR MR. MAFFEY,
You will not consider that I was discourteous in not sending
even an acknowledgment of your last letter. The fact is that I
have treasured that letter as worthy of you and the friendship
that I hope will ever exist between us, no matter what differences
of opinion and standpoint there may be between us. I did not
wish to send you a mere acknowledgment, I wanted to reach a
decided stage before writing to you again, and I have also reached
more than a decided stage, and in the place I have made my
abode I find utter lawlessness bordering almost on Bolshevism.
Englishmen and women have found it necessary to leave their
bungalows and to confine themselves to a few well-guarded houses*
It is a matter of the deepest humiliation and regret for me. I see
that I over-calculated the measure of permeation of satyagraha
amongst the people. I underrated the power of hatred and ill
will. My faith in satyagraha remains undiminished, but I am
only a poor creature just as liable to err as any other, I am
1 Collector of Ahmedabad